
 

 

 

Activity #3. Inspired by Maria Alvarez Malvido’s art. Below is her piece Tendederos y Montañas from the front (top two pictures) 
and the back (bottom two pictures) 



Activity 3, photo embroidery project 
 
In addition to the photos on the other side of this page, we have included another photo in the kit from Maria Alvarez Malvido, 
Viento (the one with the person playing trumpet), where the use of embroidery changes the story of the picture. On the other side 
of this page, you can find images from another piece that she has created including the underside where the knots and overlay of 
thread might tell a different story. 
 
What story is Maria Alvarez Malvido telling? Why does she sew over the pictures? Does the story change when she embroideries 
over the images? If so, how? 
 
Maria shares her process with us: 
 
The truth is I’ve never learned to embroider. But I learned that photo embroidering can be as simple as the following steps (if you 
know how to embroider just imagine that the photo is a piece of cloth!): 
 

1. Look at the photo and imagine what you want to do with it, as if you had a crayon in your hand. 
2. Choose a colour from the threads you have in hand and cut a piece of about your arm’s length. 
3. Push one tip of thread through the eye of the needle and make a knot. Make another knot at the end of the thread. 
4. Choose where you want to start and push the needle through the photo to make a little hole. Pull the needle through the 

hole through the back side of the photo, so that the thread is in the front side, so you decide where to direct your thread to.  
5. When you finish using that colour, make a little knot and cut the rest of the thread 
6. Use as many as you want! And don't worry about the messiness of the back. That will tell another story.  

 
For this activity we encourage you to use the needle and thread provided to retell a story on the images that we have also included 
or one of your own. You can enhance something that you notice, something that captures your attention, or you could overlay a 
different image using the thread, or maybe you would like to use the thread to create movement, or to just brighten things up.  
 
Whatever you choose to do, think about how you might be reading the image, thinking about it, and then telling a different story, or 
shaping the story in ways that express something of your own story.  
 
Once you are finished, we encourage you to share it with us. If you want to find out how to share it with us email us at 
hum101@ualberta.ca or call us at 587-709-5472. 
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